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A review of Islamophobia and the activities of
orientalists in the 21* century

*J:éui,giﬁjta

Abstract:

‘Orientalism’ is the term that means research and study about Eastern
languages, cultures and religions (specially related to Quran, Seerah &
Islamic History) by Western scholars or thinkers; and the term ‘Orientalist’
is used for those who made the research. Orientalists have done much
research work on Islam and founded many primary sources of Islamic
history. They have also translated Islamic books into different languages.
Their work on Seerah (peace be upon him) has great impact on both
Western and Islamic worlds. Obviously, this contribution is very useful for
Western world as well as Muslim world. But on the other hand, sometimes
orientalists misinterpreted the message of Islam, messenger (peace be upon
him) of Islam and Quran. The article describes the activities of such biased
orientalists of current era. In 21% century, many groups of orientalists are
active which can be divided into traditional, biased, unbiased and
reconciliated groups. Many biased Orientalists perform a vital role to instill
fear of Islam and Muslims in the hearts and minds of Western nations. They
invent and give new terminologies to West such as ‘Clash of Civilizations’,
‘Islamic Fundamentalism’, ‘Islamic Terrorism’, ‘Islamic Extremism’,
‘Radical Islam’, ‘Militant Islam’, ‘Moderate Islam’, ‘Reformers’, ‘Secular
Muslims’, ‘Free Thinkers’, etc. In this article we have focused on biased
orientalists and discussed the impact of orientalism on present Western
world and on Islamic World as well.

Keywords: orientalism, orientalists, Western thinkers, Seerat-un-Nabi
(peace be upon him), Islamophobia, Zionist
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“Islamophobia is the fear of, hatred of, or prejudice against the religion

of Islam or Muslims in general, especially when seen as a geopolitical
force or the source of terrorism.”®°
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e The Arabs in History (1950)
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e [slam: The Religion and the People (2008)
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e Among the Believers: An Islamic Journey (1981)

e Beyond Belief: Islamic Excursions among the Converted Peoples
(1998) *
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"Now that the Communists have been put to sleep, we are going to have to
invent another terrible threat.” 3*
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“The last time Muslims physically threatened Christendom was in 1683,
when Ottoman soldiers camped outside the walls of Vienna. The memory
of this event has been revived. Thus, William S. Lind (an advisor to Gary
Hart) worries that "the implication of a Soviet collapse . . . might be that
Muslim armies would again be besieging the gates of Vienna." *°
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"Moderate Muslims do exist. But, of course, they constitute a very small
movement when compared to the Islamist onslaught. This means that the
American government and other powerful institutions should give priority
to locating, meeting with, funding, forwarding, empowering, and
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¢ In the Path of God: Islam and Political Power (1983)
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“A network of Muslim extremists is committed to a jihad against America.

Their ultimate aim is to establish a Muslim empire.” *
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e Al-Qaeda in Europe: the new battleground of international jihad (2006)
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